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Court of Appeals Adopts Transformative Changes to Procedures 
 

Atlanta, November 29, 2017 – Starting December 4, 2017, lawyers will see significant 

differences in how the Court of Appeals of Georgia decides its cases. As the result of a year-long 

study, the Court has adopted new procedures allowing the Court to decide most cases by a three 

judge panel. Currently, when a panel member dissents to the majority opinion or when a prior 

case is overruled, additional judges on the Court are required to participate in the decision. 

 

These procedural changes will align the Court with the practices of most other federal and state 

appellate courts across the country. Informally termed the “2-1 rule,” if one of the three-judge 

panel members dissents to the majority opinion, the case will generally remain in panel rather 

than be considered by six additional judges. For the more difficult or complex cases, the Court 

will also retain the option of considering the case en banc, or by all 15 judges.  

 

Similarly, most cases in which prior precedent is overruled will be decided by the panel after 

consultation with the other judges on the Court. The Court will also have the option of deciding 

those cases en banc. 

 

These changes are made possible because under recent legislation, the Court of Appeals of 

Georgia is now permitted to create its own rules to govern how it will decide cases. Those rules 

were formerly governed by statute. 

 

These procedural changes have also provided the Court with the opportunity to advance its use 

of technology. The judges will vote electronically on whether to hear cases en banc, rather than 

by paper ballots. This new electronic voting process is consistent with the Court’s ongoing 

initiative of embracing technological advances, including e-filing and electronic records, to 

enable the Court to decide cases more efficiently and effectively. 

 

While implementing the initial phase of the new 2-1 rule, the Court will continue to study ways 

to improve its processes, including considering how attorneys might move for rehearing en banc 

in a manner consistent with the Court’s constitutional deadlines.  
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“Georgia’s appellate courts are unique in that cases are constitutionally required to be decided 

within two terms of court. These new procedures will allow the judges on the Court to focus on 

the more complex or difficult cases within those time limits, with the goal of generating sound 

precedent to guide the lower courts, practitioners, and the public,” said Court of Appeals Chief 

Judge Stephen Louis A. Dillard. 

 

These new rules and procedures will go into effect on December 4, 2017. 

 


